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View from Long Spur across Craigieburn basin  - Mt Cloudsley trip

The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from easy  (minimal  experience  required)  to  hard  (high
fitness and experience required). We also organise instructional courses and hold weekly
social meetings. We have a club hut in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for hire to
members.  Membership  rates  per  year  are  $45  member,  $65  couple,  $20  junior  or
associate, plus $15 for members who opt to obtain a paper newsletter. 

For more about how the club operates, see the last two pages. 
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News

Update on Gear Hire and new gear
The Club has equipment for hire to members for:

·Assisting new trampers;
·Club trips into remote regions where robust tents may be required;
·Established members with one-off occasional needs for gear which they don’t
have;
·Training courses

The club’s gear provides a foundation for members to try equipment and to help them with
purchasing their own.

The equipment is not available to non-members, and they will need to hire from a retailer
(e.g. Bivouac, Further Faster etc.) until full membership has been obtained.

The Gear Custodian is Barney Stephenson, ph 027 358 3281 (text preferred), or email:
stephensonb_e@xtra.co.nz

Club gear on loan to you is your responsibility, and that includes safe use:

·Check items before leaving and know how to use it:  fit  crampons to boots,
check ice axe loops are tied on, practice putting tents up etc.;
·For backcountry snow trips, learn about avalanche hazards and how to use
avalanche  safety  equipment  (transceivers,  probes  and  shovels);  carrying  a
transceiver  and  turning  it  on  is  only  a  small  but  necessary  part  of  keeping
yourself and others out of trouble;
·Carry tents inside pack; when outside they can be punctured or lost e.g. during
bush bashing;
·As  appropriate  for  the  weather,  select  sheltered  and  well  drained  sites  for
pitching tents, and avoid places which might puncture the floor;
·Assemble tent poles section by section; don’t let them snap together as this can
weaken and crack the joins;
·After use, wipe off dirt, clean out leaves and rubbish and thoroughly dry tent
inners and outers;
·Wash and dry the pegs;
·Make sure all other gear you borrow is clean and dry before returning it;
·Report damage or performance concerns.

Pay hire fees directly to the club account via internet banking, labelling entries as Gear
Hire.

The  Custodian  checks  items  on  return  and  can  advise  the  Club  to  seek  reasonable
recompense for loss or damage and may refuse future loans.

PLBs: the club no longer has these for loan because many members have their own which
satisfies  needs  for  trips,  and  battery  replacement  is  expensive,  getting  close  to  the
replacement price. Retailers may hire out units if required.
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Items
Number
owned  by
CTC

Gear

Helmets (Petzl and Black Diamond) 11 No charge

Lightweight Black Diamond ice axes (70 and 75 cm) 5

$5.00  per  item
per day ($10 per
weekend)

Faders light ice axes (65 and 75 cm) 2

Climbing Technology Alpine Tour  axe (470 g, 60 and 70
cm)

5

Older metal ice axes 5

10 point equivalent crampons suitable for tramping boots,
modern style straps, one set has no anti-bot plates

5

Climbing Technology Nuptse Evo Flex 12 point crampons
with  flexible  bars  (994  g)  (may  go on robust  tramping
boots, have sharp points)

5

Grivel G12 crampons, for stiff boots and mountaineering
trips (straps, not clips)

2

Old style crampons 8

Avalanche  Backcountry Tracker  3  transceiver  (batteries
not included - requires 3 1.5 volt AAA dry cells), Climbing
Technology Finder 240 probe and shovel

4

Extra snow shovels 2
$5.00  per  item
per weekend

Pack 70 litre 3
$2.00  per
weekend

Tents

Macpac Minaret 2 person approx. 2.5 kg, 3 season 3

$5.00  per  person
per night

Macpac Olympus 2 person, 3 at a squash approx. 3.5 kg,
4 season

2

Macpac Spectrum 4 person, approx. 5 kg, 3/4 season (2
tents well used)

3

Macpac Hemisphere 4 person 6 kg, 4 season 1
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Fairydown Trios 3 person, 4 at a squash 4.5 kg 4 season 1

OEX PHOXX 1 person bivvy, 2 possibly 3 season 1.5 kg 1

3 litre billy 1 $2.00  per
weekend

2 litre billy

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from 'Z' Russley (formerly Caltex) on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If
the departure point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton.
Day trips usually depart at 8 am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on
either Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side  of  Waltham  School,  is  about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone Bryce Williamson  021-0232-
2310 or email bryce.williamson68@gmail.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50
pm sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words hut fees in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Donald Carnielo 338-9865 or 021 025 93229 for
booking and key code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both
away, Rex Vink 3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $25 non-
member,  $5 kids under 12.  If  you find any problems or maintenance required,  please
contact the hut convenor, Donald Carnielo.
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Wednesday 3 August Social

Youth Programme gear sale and Karemea-Wangapeka -- Liz and Ian Wightwick: 

Sales of second-hand gear and clothing for tramping, climbing, caving and camping. 

Earnings are to supports the CTC’s Brian Dougan Youth Programme. 

Sales by cash only, so bring some of that funny old money stuff. Note also that the sale
will start as soon as possible after the doors open, so be there early to get the good stuff.
After the sale, Ian will give a talk with pictures from his and Liz’s ten-day Karamea and
Wangapeka trips last February. 

Saturday 6 August 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Simon Barr 0225323026
slinkysi2000@gmail.com

Mount Torlesse: ( near Porters Pass)

A good winter trip at a brisk pace as the day will be short. Prior
experience with snow equipment and skills essential. There could
be a bit of scrub bashing involved to get to the start of the ridge.
Landowner  access  permission  is  still  pending.  This  is  a
magnificent & accessible peak. Its a day trip however if you sign-
up, please keep Saturday and Sunday free, as the trip will run on
the day with better weather. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 22 Jul 2022

Map:  BW21 
Springfield

Approx: $25

Weekend 6-7 August 
Departure point: Darfield

Leader: Daniel Gillies 027 222 8845
daniel-gillies@hotmail.com

Snow  Skills  #3  with  OENZ  -  Glacial  Travel  &  Crevasse
Rescue: 

This  course  is  taught  by  Outdoor  Education  New  Zealand  for
members  of  the  CTC  to  learn  glacial  travel  techniques  and
crevasse rescue and ropework. Detailed information is available at
https://www.oenz.co.nz/courses/ctc-alpine-course-custom-
course-2-3/. 

The  course  includes  two  days  of  practical  training,  and  an
afternoon/evening  theory  session.  The  practical  training  is
delivered in the Craigieburn range near Castle Hill Village, and the
theory component  is  delivered at  the CTC hut  in  Arthurs  Pass
Village. 

(Note that  the hut fee is $15 and is not  included in the OENZ
course fee.)

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 31 Jul 2022

Map:  

Approx: $499 + CTC
hut fee

− 5 −

https://www.oenz.co.nz/courses/ctc-alpine-course-custom-course-2-3/
https://www.oenz.co.nz/courses/ctc-alpine-course-custom-course-2-3/


Friday 12 August 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Full moon cramponing trip for a cuppa at Foggy Peak: 

Up to Foggy Peak from Porters Pass, and back the same way. For
this trip we need: 1) Bright sky more or less 2) Freezing night with
some snow cover but not too windy Bring your favourite tea and a
stove. I have only a small pathetic stove that doesn’t do well in the
wind but I’ll take it with me anyway. The trip is going ahead only if
the weather conditions are close to ideal. Please bring a helmet
too as an extra safety layer as the whole tramp will happen in the
dark obviously. The pace will be easy-going and we’ll be sticking
together, eg. please no wondering 500m ahead  Bring a torch,😊
plenty of warm clothes so you can last 30-60 minutes on the top
without moving, your snow skills, cookies and perhaps a foam pad
to sit on while enjoying your tea.

Grade: Moderate at
easy pace

Closes: 12 Aug 
2022

Map: BW21  

Approx: $25
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Weekend 13-14 August 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leaders: Hannah Watt 0273725111
hanrosewatt@gmail.com

Geoffrey Sugden 021409359
geoffsugden@gmail.com

Mueller Hut Winter Trip: 

An iconic winter trip for the CTC – Mueller Hut. For intermediate
alpine parties, the trip up to Mueller Hut offers spectacular views
of Aoraki National Park. 

We will head to Mount Cook Village Friday night, and camp in the
chilly  camp-ground  (note-  in  winter  the  facilities  are  bare
minimum). 

Saturday we will re-check the forecast and avalanche level for the
park  and  all  going  well,  will  head  on  up  to  the  hut  and  stay
Saturday night. The hut may be full, so bring a good sleep system
for camping/snow-caving. 

Everyone will be required to carry a snow shovel (which we will
hire from the club for those who don’t  have one),  helmet,  axe,
crampons  and  avalanche  kit,  plus  have  good  winter  alpine  &
avalanche experience. We have hired the club avalanche kits, so
the first three people who don’t have kit have priority of these, and
everyone else will need to source their own. Let me know on sign
up if you require a club avalanche equipment ($10) and/or snow
shovel ($4). 

We will head up to Mt Ollivier as a side trip, and wander further if
conditions allow. If you chose to do the side track, the rating is
closer to mod/hard. We will have a trip meeting on the Wednesday
prior to discuss conditions, gear and have a quick transceiver use
refresher. Please make sure you can make this. 

If the conditions aren’t ideal, plan B will be Lake Angelus subject
to bookings. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 9 Aug 2022

Map: BX15 Fox 
Glacier 

Approx: $75 + 
campgroun
d & hut fees

Wednesday 17 August Social

Live deer recovery from Fiordland – old school -- Alex Gale : Details to come, but the
title says a fair bit

Weekend 20-21 August 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Not winter hot pools series Otehake Hot Pools: Classic trip to
the Otehake Hot Pools. We cross the Otira River and follow the
track to Lake Kaurapataka and on up to the Otehake River. We
follow the river upstream until  we get to the hot pools. There is
plenty on camping space available. The next day we return the
way we came. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 19 Aug 
2022

Map: BU20/BV21

Approx: $40
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Long Weekend 26-28 August 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Geoffrey Sugden 021409359
geoffsugden@gmail.com

Winter Hot Pools Series #3 Welcome Flats: 

The  final  instalment  in  the  series,  scraping  in  just  before  the
official end of Winter. You’ll need to take the Friday off to join this
one and I’ve kept an 8am start to allow for an afternoon wander in
Fox or Franz. 

We’ll then stay in Franz Joseph for the night before heading to the
Upper Copland Track Car park Saturday morning. According to
DOC it should take us about 7 hours to get to Welcome Flat Hut
so we’ll  aim for an early start  to the day to maximize hot pool
soaking  time  and  possibly  allow  some  of  the  faster  group
members to bag Douglas Rock Hut as well. 

Expect elevenses at Architect Creek Hut on the way. Any morning
soaking will need to be done by early risers as we’ll be aiming to
get away around 8am Sunday due to the 5+ hour journey back to
Christchurch. Dinner will  be at one of the towns along the way,
likely Hokitika. 

Grade: Moderate at
a Relaxed 
Pace

Closes: 24 Aug 
2022

Map: BX15 Fox 

Approx: $160 - $180
See 
logistics for 
breakdown

Weekend 27-28 August 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Bill Johnson 02040820100
mail.billjohnson@gmail.com

Igloos, Snow Caves & Winter Tenting: 

The ever-popular, Igloos, Snow Caves and Winter Tenting event is
back for 2022! (Woohoo!) This will be your chance to sharpen your
snow shelter making skills with tuition from ‘Blizzard Bill’, and tent
meister, Barry Watson. 

The venue will be Broken River Ski Field. They will also provide us
with pizza and dessert on Sat night for dinner, together with tasty
treats  for  breakfast  on  Sun.  Crampons,  ice  axe  and  helmet
required, with a basic ability to use them. Since you’ll be spending
the night in your snowy creation, warm clothing and a good sleep
system are required. 

Bring  a  tent  in  case  conditions  aren’t  ideal  to  make  a  snowy
sleeping  shelter.  Please  put  in  the  notes  if  you  have  dietary
requirements.  Contact  me  if  you  have  any  questions,
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes:25 Aug 2022

Map:  

Approx: Approx $30 
petrol + $35
food
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Sunday 28 August 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #47: 

A beginner’s guide to getting lost and what to do about it,  plus
some  general  navigation  &  bushcraft  skills.  This  is  a  day  of
practical training to help trampers prepare for the day when their
day trip becomes a potential overnight sleep over. 

Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour.  Some older pre-torn clothes may be useful  as the trip
does involve some bush bashing. 

Bring your  GPS and/or  compass if  you have one,  but  it  is  not
essential because they will be provided for the navigation part of
the exercise. We will stop at the Rangiora Coffee Culture for tea, a
Q&A session and a trip debrief on the way home because the trip
last till 5 – 6pm depending on your navigation skills. 

This  is  the  only  club  training  course  which  is  open  to  non-
members and it is designed for trampers looking to step up from
easy to moderate trips. 

NB the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time 

Grade: Moderate

Closes:27 Aug 2022

Map:  

Approx: $20
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Wednesday 31 August Social

2022 CTC / FMC Photo Competition: It’s time again for the photo competition. 

The way it works is that clubs organise their own internal competition then forward the
winning two photos per category to FMC for the overall competition. The winning entries
are published in the November issue of FMC’s Backcountry magazine. There are also
prizes, and last year the winning entries were on display at the Christchurch Arts Centre.
I don’t see anything about the display this year, but the intention was to repeat it again
this  year  so  I’m hopeful.  The categories  are  listed  below and don’t  really  need any
explanation,  except  that  Long  Exposure  means  using  a  long  exposure  to  reveal
something  that  the  naked  eye  can’t  see,  such  as  astro  photography.  Blurring  water
motion doesn’t count.

•ABOVE BUSHLINE(With no Human Element) [ABN] 
•ABOVE BUSHLINE (With a Human Element) [ABW] 
•BELOW BUSHLINE(With no Human Element) [BBN]
•BELOW BUSHLINE (With a Human Element) [BBW]
•HISTORIC [HIS]
• NATIVE FLORA & FAUNA [NFF]
• LONG EXPOSURE [LE]
• FUNNY (CTC only, not part of the FMC competition.) [FUN] 

Entries You can enter up to two photos in each category; they must be at least 1 MB in 
size, and no larger than 5 MB. If you can’t shrink your photos I can take care of that for 
you, but if it too small there is nothing I can do. I’m flexible on the number of photos, but 
not the minimum size, FMC will reject anything that is too small. 

Upload your photos to 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1XgQa7aQGAFSmUJhJ_petw9ZPPc6c6y70?
usp=sharing, if you can’t upload for any reason you can email to 
john.kerkhofs@gmail.com. Please name the photo with the category, your name, and a 
caption. Entries close on 29 August. We will present all the entries at the club meeting on
31 August and vote for the best photos. 

Rules The competition rules are here: https://www.fmc.org.nz/photo-competition/. You 
can ignore the “How to enter” section, it’s not relevant to CTC members. One very 
important rule is that photos must be taken in New Zealand, and must be less than 2 
years old, unless they are entered in the Historic category. 

Photo Naming It would be helpful if you could name your photos the way FMC requires 
them, and it will save me some work. However as long as you tell me your name, the 
category, and the caption, I will take care of it. The naming convention is: Code, club 
name (1st word in full please), photographer and then caption in that order. E.g: BBN 
Christchurch TC John Kerkhofs Dawn on Aoraki (Please note - no dots, dashes or 
underscores in the file name and put complete 1st word of club name) The codes are 
listed above, after the categories. John Kerkhofs
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Weekend 3-4 September 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Otahake Hot Pools Number 2: 

Since the first trip is full with a large wait-list I thought I’d run it
again. Classic trip to the Otehake Hot Pools. We cross the Otira
River and follow the track to Lake Kaurapataka and on up to the
Otehake River. We follow the river upstream until we get to the hot
pools. There is plenty on camping space available. The next day
we return the way we came. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 2 Sept 2022

Map: BU20/BV21
 

Approx: $40

Long Weekend 9-11 September 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Kayleigh Gilkes 020 4110 7446
kayleigh.gilkes@googlemail.com

Newton Range biv via Mount Brown hut: 

Leave Christchurch Friday morning  and drive  to  Lake Kaniere.
Start from geologist creek on the Mount Brown track. Friday night
Mount Brown hut (4 bunks, koha donation). 3-4 hours. 

Day 2 traverse Newton range to Newton Range biv(2 bunks) this
is rough untracked terrain, please see remote huts website. 7-10
hours. 

Day 3 down to Styx valley and out to road end (6-8 hours). 3km
road walk or cycle if we hide a bike. Return to Christchurch

Grade: Mod/hard

Closes:  7 Sept 
2022

Map: BV19 Lake 
Kaniere 

Approx: $70 plus 
koha 
donation for
mount 
brown hut

Weekend 10-11 September 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Hannah Watt 0273725111
hanrosewatt@gmail.com

Mt Fyffe - Full Moon Trip: One of my favourite sunrise hikes – Mt
Fyffe. 

Mt Fyffe is in the Kaikoura ranges and looks right over the South
Pacific ocean, as you can imagine,  the sunrise views from the
summit are second to none. Lucky for us it is also a full moon, and
if my calculations are correct the moon should rise directly in front
of the hut right on sunset. We will drive to Kaikoura on Saturday
and walk up in the afternoon, camping near the hut.  For those
keen beans, on Sunday we will get up and start hiking at a fresh
4.30am to have a brew and watch the sun rise from the summit. If
no one wants to wake up, I will select a lucky individual who will
be forced to come up with me. With any luck, it will  be a clear
morning and we should be able to hike up by the light of the full
moon. There could quite well be snow on the summit (making it a
mod trip), in which case an ice axe will be needed. If no snow, it’s
easy/mod. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 9 Sept 2022

Map: BT27 
Kaikoura 

Approx: $60

Wednesday 14 September Social

Social Night: Club meets as usual at 110 Waltham Road. Doors open 7.30pm.
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Weekend 17-18 September 
Departure point: Darfield

Leader: Daniel Gillies 027 222 8845
daniel-gillies@hotmail.com

* NEW DATE* Avalanche Awareness Course with OENZ : 

This  is  a  2-day  introductory  avalanche  awareness  course  that
focuses  on  identifying  avalanche  terrain,  understanding  what
causes avalanches,  interpreting  the  NZ Backcountry  Avalanche
Advisories, and using avalanche skills and equipment to travel in
the  mountains  safely.  You  will  learn  to  use  an  avalanche
transceiver, probing techniques, snow shoveling technique, small
party  rescue  scenarios,  and  safe  travel  techniques.  This  is  a
practical  field-based  course  with  some theory  to  increase  your
understanding  and  is  STRONGLY  recommended  for  all  CTC
members undertaking winter tramping. The CTC now has a few
sets of avalanche kit to rent, so now is a great time to learn how to
use this near gear. This course is taught by an Outdoor Education
New Zealand guide and is approved by (MSC) Mountain Safety
Council. You will gain an MSC certificate in Avalanche Awareness
upon completion of this course. 

More details are at https://www.oenz.co.nz/courses/avalanche-
awareness-course-2-2-2-2-3-3-3/. 

Grade: Easy

Closes: 12 Sept 
2022

Map:  

Approx: $499 + CTC
hut fee

Sunday 25 September 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #48: 

A beginner’s guide to getting lost and what to do about it,  plus
some  general  navigation  &  bushcraft  skills.  This  is  a  day  of
practical training to help trampers prepare for the day when their
day trip becomes a potential overnight sleep over. 

Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour.  Some older pre-torn clothes may be useful  as the trip
does involve some bush bashing. 

Bring your  GPS and/or  compass if  you have one,  but  it  is  not
essential because they will be provided for the navigation part of
the exercise. We will stop at the Rangiora Coffee Culture for tea, a
Q&A session and a trip debrief on the way home because the trip
last till 5 – 6pm depending on your navigation skills. 

This  is  the  only  club  training  course  which  is  open  to  non-
members and it is designed for trampers looking to step up from
easy to moderate trips. 

NB the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 24 Sept 
2022

Map:  

Approx: $20

Wednesday 28 September Social

Social Night: Club meets as usual at 110 Waltham Road. Doors open 7.30pm.
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Weekend 1-2 October 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Hannah Watt 0273725111
hanrosewatt@gmail.com

A (Mildly Chaotic) Brewster Hut Trip: 

So I have a plan, and it’s a bit chaotic therefore perfect for the
CTC. We will leave Christchurch at 4pm Friday and drive as far as
we can – likely  Omarama/Lake Hawea or  similar  –  and find a
campground.  Drive  down  to  the  track  start  Saturday  morning.
Walk up to Brewster hut – we should get there just after Midday.
All going well we should be able to head to Brewster Glacier which
has been on my list for far too long. We can camp/stay in the hut,
if staying in the hut you are responsible for hut tickets. On Sunday
we will  head down and drive all  the  way home.  This  is  a  fine
weather trip only, it would be disappointing to drive all that way
and not be able to swim in some glacier melt. Will  also ensure
there is little to no snow - otherwise will reschedule. Note – the trip
costs will  be high if  going by the CTC trip cost calculator,  so I
would prefer to split petrol costs between passengers at the end of
the trip with a tip to the drivers. Perhaps budget around $120, and
it  will  hopefully  be below that.  There may also be a cost  for  a
campground Friday night. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes:28 Sept 
2022

Map: BZ13 Haast
Pass / 
Tioripatea 

Approx: $120

Long Weekend 7-9 October 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Kelly Purdie 027 614 2255
bristolblonde32@hotmail.com

Brewster Hut :  Following on from Hannah’s trip planned for the
start of October, I will run another one the following weekend, due
to the amount of interested people. We will leave ChCh on Friday
morning, see below 2 plan options. Plan 1 - depart ChCh 9am
Friday. Head to either Cameron Flat or Pleasant Flat campsites
and  stay  Friday  night.  Both  are  $10  pp  to  tent  (once  I  have
numbers confirmed, I will book all 8 tent spots at the preferred site
and people can pay me later). It is a 6 hour + drive via Tekapo or 7
hours + via  Hokitika (we’ll  decide on the day due to  weather).
Saturday - walk up to the hut - DOC says 3-4 hours. Once at the
hut, those that want to have glacier fun can, or not. We cannot
book bunks in this 12 serviced bunk hut, but you still need to buy 2
serviced green hut tickets (I believe $40 per night). Camping is not
recommended. Sunday - walk back down to the cars and drive
home. Plan 2 - depart ChCh 7am Friday. Drive straight to the start
of the track and walk up to the hut. Stay here 2 nights ($80 pp for
both nights).  Saturday will  be chilling and glacier fun. Sunday -
walk back down to the cars and drive home. I will  talk to DOC
specifically about this glacier information. In the comments when
signing  up,  I’d  appreciate  it  if  you  could  comment  on  your
preferred plan: Plan 1, Plan 2 or ’not bothered’. If the weather isn’t
favourable, we’ll discuss other trip options. UPDATE: PLAN 2 IS
THE PREFERRED OPTION, SO UNLESS WEATHER DICTATES,
THIS IS WHAT WE’LL BE DOING. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 5 Oct 2022

Map: BZ13 Haast
Pass / 
Tioripatea 

Approx: $100+ 
including 
campsite/hu
t fees
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Saturday 15 October 
Departure point: 637 Marshlands Road

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Club 90th Birthday afternoon tea: 

Come all to the Netherlands Society Cultural Center for afternoon
tea and: 

1 - group photos. 
2 - vote on the 2022 Loo Loo award. 
3 - audio visual display of tramping history. 
4 - time travel through tramping gear. 
5 - add your chosen photo to club timeline display panels. 
6 - submit your entry in the the mystery tramper competition. 

A general catch up with trampers past and present, with the usual
amount of tramping discussion. This is the second club event of
the day and it follows the Bellbird walk in the morning which you
can attend if you wish, but they are run as stand alone events so it
is not necessary to do so.

Grade: Easy

Closes:14 Oct 2022

Map:  

Approx: TBC

Saturday 15 October 
Departure point: Sign of the Bellbird

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Club 90th Birthday Bellbird trip: 

The very first trip run by the CTC went along the Summit Road
which provides excellent views of all the various places that the
club ran numerous trips over the last ninety years. So round up
your old tramping mates, friends & family and come along with
your  morning  tea/lunch and wander as  far  or  near  as you like
along the tops. For the keen types it is possible to walk up and
along from numerous places ie Halswell Quarry to help work up
an  appetite  for  lunch  at  the  Bellbird.  This  one  of  3  x  official
activities that are planned for the day and depending on peoples
circumstances you can attend any or all of them as it best suits
people.

Grade: Easy

Closes:14 Oct 2022

Map:  

Approx: NA
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Multi day trip 19-24 October 
Departure point: To be confirmed

Leader: Tomyu Hu 0226 589 688
tomyuhu@gmail.com

Kepler Track, Mt Luxmore Hut Out of Season: 

Looking for enough people to fill  one car or two cars to do the
Kepler Track Great Walk out of season. Given the distance and
the current cost of fuel I would like 2 full cars with 5 people per
car. The Kepler Track is a well graded track. Day one is about 6 to
8 hours on a good track with an 850 meter climb to Mt Luxmore
Hut. Completing the alpine section of the Kepler Track will be very
dependent on the weather and snow conditions. So an extra day
has been added to  the trip  as a bad weather  day.  The Kepler
Track is typically a 3 to 4 day tramp. By going out of season and
not needing to book the huts means there is one spare day to wait
out bad weather if we need to. Depending on the weather on day
2 of the tramp the tramp may be 3 full days or 4 moderate days.
The Kepler Track is a moderate graded trip however if the weather
is bad on the alpine section then the grade would be moderate
plus to difficult. Come late October the snow conditions should not
be too bad. Advantages of going out of season; cheaper hut fees,
no need to book huts so some flexibility which hut we stay in and
for how long, slightly fewer people. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes:2 Oct 2022

Map: CD07 
Manapouri 

Approx: $300+

Wednesday 26 October Social

Typical Coaster - Phil Walsh: Details to follow

Sunday 30 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #49: 

A beginner’s guide to getting lost and what to do about it,  plus
some  general  navigation  &  bushcraft  skills.  This  is  a  day  of
practical training to help trampers prepare for the day when their
day trip becomes a potential overnight sleep over. 

Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour.  Some older pre-torn clothes may be useful  as the trip
does involve some bush bashing. 

Bring your  GPS and/or  compass if  you have one,  but  it  is  not
essential because they will be provided for the navigation part of
the exercise. We will stop at the Rangiora Coffee Culture for tea, a
Q&A session and a trip debrief on the way home because the trip
last till 5 – 6pm depending on your navigation skills. 

This  is  the  only  club  training  course  which  is  open  to  non-
members and it is designed for trampers looking to step up from
easy to moderate trips. 

NB the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 29 Oct 2022

Map:  

Approx: $20
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Multi day trip 1-8 January 
Departure point: Christchurch Airport

Leader: Bill Johnson 02040820100
mail.billjohnson@gmail.com

Kaweka Range Loop - Hawkes Bay : 

Each year I like to do a long fitness trip over the Christmas holiday
break. This year Kelly Purdy and I  are heading to the Kaweka
Range in Hawkes Bay to do a big loop bagging huts. Most of the
trip is along ridges 1200m-1700m. Below is a tentative route for a
rough idea, but we plan to do 8-10 hour days ending up at huts.
We’ll also be doing side trips to bag other huts. The times below
are what Liz Wightwick and Ian did on a previous speedy walk.
Please note that most days timings include side trips to other huts.
So, you can make this trip a little bit shorter if you wish; Day 1 - fly
ChCh to Napier.  Airport  to Road End = 90 mins.  Road End to
Macintosh Hut for night 1 = 5 hours. Day 2 - to Kiwi Mouth Hut =
8.5 hours. Day 3 - Manson Hut = 3 hours. Day 4 - Rocks Ahead
Hut = 6 hours. Day 5 - Venison Tops Hut = 10 hours. Day 6 -
Ballard Hut = 2.5 hours. Day 7 - Road End = 10.5 hours. Makahu
Saddle Hut is 300 metres from road end, so tent/hut here for the
last night. Day 8 - Drive to airport and fly back to ChCh

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

Closes:28 Dec 2022

Map:  

Approx: TBD

Wednesday 15 February Social

Yoga for Trampers -- Charlene McLenaghan: Details to come

Multi day trip 5-18 June 2023
Departure point: Either Calenzana in the North
or Conca in the South

Leader: Bill Johnson 02040820100
mail.billjohnson@gmail.com

Corsica  GR20  -  June  2023:  The  GR20  is  a  mythical  long
distance hiking trail that traverses the island of Corsica diagonally,
from Calenzana in the North to Conca in the South. The 180km
trail  follows  the  granite  backbone  of  mountains  that  divide  the
island in two, many of which soar above 2000m altitude and has
an overall  altitude gain of 12,000m. The GR20 is the best  and
toughest  long distance hike  out  there!  Stunningly  beautiful  and
varied. If you do a stage per day, it takes roughly 16 days, this will
depend, of course, on your fitness and the weather. In the North,
you are constantly doing steep ascents and plunging descents. In
the South, there are different challenges, such as, long technical
exposed ridges. Here is a good video overview of the trip: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=3L7bovqnVkI A couple good websites
with  more  info  is  located  here:
https://www.thehikinglife.com/2017/03/a-quick-dirty-guide-to-
corsicas-gr20/ http://www.le-gr20.fr/en/ Trip will be approximately
16 days total.

Grade: Moderate

Closes:31 May 2023

Map: It’s Corsica!

Approx: TBD
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Trip Reports

24 June 2022

Mt Cloudsley

Michal can always be relied upon to put together a great day out at the last minute - such
was the case on the Matariki long weekend: Multi-day trips were rerouted or scuppered for
many folk in the club, largely in part due to the mildly unpleasant weather forecast across
much of the island (gusty and scattered precipitation), but also due to other factors leading
up to the weekend, including covid and even a go-kart accident. 

Five keen beans - Michal, Jack, Geoffrey, Hayley, and Zack - assembled on the Friday to
take on Mt Cloudsley, the second-highest peak on the Craigieburn Range at 2107m. Snow
blanketed Castle Hill village, and we caught glimpses of people looking cozy and warm in
the lounges of their Scandinavian-style baches as we pulled into the carpark. The lot was
already pretty full with cars - mostly families getting out of the city to give their kids a play
in some snow, but we would also encounter a few parties climbing Cloudsley as well. 

We started the walk bundled up, but the initial 15 minute walk (1.5 km/150m gain) from the
carpark and up through a bit of forest to the base of Mt Cloudsley’s Long Spur warmed us
up.  At  the  base  we encountered a  very  friendly  but  lost-looking  farm dog  which  was
fortunately wearing a collar with the owner’s phone number on it. Michal called the farmer
and left a message, and we think the dog was reunited with its owner soon after. From the
base of Long Spur, it was a straightforward walk following the spur to pt 1855 on good
snow - not solid enough to warrant crampons, not soft enough to plunge knee-deep into.
We passed a few ascending parties, but we wouldn’t see much more of them - we were
the only party to carry on past pt 1855 and summit that day. 

The winds were howling and bitterly cold over the final 1 km and 300m between pt 1855
and the summit, and we encountered deeper snow on the final ascent. We passed over
the  summit  and sought  respite  from the  winds  on the  southwest  side  of  the  summit,
enjoying a quick bit of food and enjoying the views in the direction of Lake Coleridge. I
could see Mt Ida, where Warwick had led a very large party of trampers the previous
weekend, and the basin where we had enjoyed an amazing bum slide descent, which I’ve
since learned is called, in more technical terms, a glissade. 

We quickly grew cold in our summit rest spot, and braced ourselves to once again take on
the winds. The descent initially proved to be quick with the favourable snow conditions,
and the others delighted in short spurts of glissading once we were comfortably back on
the Long Spur and in calmer conditions. By about 2pm, we were midway down and the
snow on the lower reaches of  the Long Spur had warmed up a bit.  Every few steps,
someone would plunge into knee-deep snow. This slowed our descent, but we weren’t too
bothered, as the sun had come out and we were enjoying the warmth. On the final stretch,
we encountered a party with split-boards and three insanely high-energy dogs making a
late-in-the-day ascent, as well as a party with skis and plans of camping in the southeast
aspect of the summit. We warned them of the bitter wind and cold, but they didn’t seem
bothered. From the bottom of the spur, it was a quick jaunt back into the woods to the cars,
followed by a visit to the Darfield Hotel pub, and we arrived back in town by 5pm. Thanks
to Michal, we made the best of the mediocre weather forecast across much of the island,
and had a great day out in the snow with good company. 

Participants: Michal Klajban (leader), Jack O’Connor, Geoffrey Cornelius, Hayley Dauben,
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Zack Williams (scribe) 

Stats: 13 km, 1360m ascent, six hours. 

2 July 2022

Rakaia Gorge Walkway

The Rakaia Gorge is a nice easy trip if you want to stretch the legs a bit without getting too
much elevation gain, want to be back home in time for dinner, and of course want to a
bunch  of  new  people.  There’s  always  the  possibility  of  rounding  off  the  trip  with  an
excellent pie from the Hororata Village Bar & Cafe, although they always seem to be sold
out by the time we get there. 

Mike  led  a  group  of  seventeen  trampers  there,  of  which  nine  were  prospective  club
members – plenty of opportunity to meet new people! It was a clear and very cold day as
we left Christchurch, and still cold when we reached the Rakaia Gorge. Quite a bit of the
walk is in the shade, but it  doesn’t  take too long to warm up when you start  walking.
Despite that it was well past lunchtime before I converted my long trousers into shorts and
took my gloves off. 

The first viewpoint of the lower gorge is only 35 minutes in, much too soon to take a break.
After taking in the views we carried on for about another 40 minutes for a morning tea
break at the junction with the short track leading down to a couple of old coal mines. Not
terribly exciting, just a dark hole in the mountainside with an iron gate, and also a wooden
barrier to stop you from going to the gate. Anyone would think that mines are dangerous! 

Moving on from morning  tea we started the short  loop that  leads to  the upper  gorge
lookout where we stopped briefly before continuing on the loop to what is marked on some
of my maps as the boat landing track. This led us down to the river where we basked in
the sunshine while eating an early lunch. The wind was getting up a little by this time, just
a bit cold but not very strong. Strong enough though to make it a bit of a chore holding on
to my pack contents as I dragged them out to show the prospective members what is on
the CTC gear list. Nice save on the piece of my first aid kit that blew away, thanks for that
Mike! 

The sunbathing was cut a bit short by the cool breeze, and we found ourselves back at the
cars only just over four and a half hours are starting. A leisurely drive took us to Hororata
where we were lucky to find the café still open. Actually it was more than luck; one of our
trampers had the foresight to phone ahead to check if they were open, and they were in
the process of closing up but agreed to stay open - I guess that 17 people wanting drinks
and food made it worthwhile for them. We had to sit outside though as the chairs were
already stacked up on the tables. And luckily there were plenty of pies available, only a
limited selection but peppered steak was available so I was happy. 

Another pleasant walk in the outdoors; I got to meet a bunch of new people and catch up
with a few old friends as well, got a nice pie for afternoon tea and made it home in plenty
of time for a dinner that was cooked for me (thanks Helen). Thanks of course to Mike once
again for  arranging this  trip.  Looking forward to  the  next  one.  Trip  Statistics  Distance
10.7km Moving Time 3hrs13min Pace 26:02min/km Total Time 4hrs37min Stopped Time
1hrs24min  Moving  Speed  3.3km/h  Avg  Speed  2.3km/h  Ascent  348m  Descent  339m
Participants: 

Michael  Newlove  (Trip  Leader),  Mudassar  Shahzad,  Sonia  Annah-Kennett,  Charlene
McLenaghen,  Kelly  Purdie,  Rory  Kennett,  Chris  McGimpsey,  Elena  San  Claudio,  Lisa
Drozdowski, Alex Hilliard, Bernhard Parawa, Arga Oktian, Mary Collier, Susan Hsieh, Jay
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Bester, Andrew Ecker, Lucy Adams, John Kerkhofs (Photographer & Scribe), 

10 July 2022

The 2nd Annual Lyttelton-to-Lyttelton Marathon

Seventeen  trampers  assembled  for  the  second  annual  Lyttelton-to-Lyttelton  marathon
walk, a 42km, 1800m elevation gain trip up Mt Herbert and along the crater rim. This is a
trip I was unsure I would enjoy due to the long distance and fast pace, but it turned out to
be a highly enjoyable, social, and memorable experience. I can’t wait to do it again next
year, and I highly recommend it. 

Michal and Chris had already done a “warm-up” 10 km to the ferry from the bottom of the
Rapaki track, while Emma had done a bit more (16km) as she had walked from her home
to meet them for their 5am start. It turns out they travelled quite fast (obviously, if you know
these folk), and had arrived at the ferry almost an hour before departure, so their “warm-
up” had actually left them quite cold as they waited for the rest of us. 

It was freezing but calm as we boarded the 7:50am ferry, but we warmed quickly in the
emerging sun over the initial couple kilometres up the track from the Diamond Harbour
jetty. Layers were shed, but then the temperature dropped in the final 150m to the summit
of Mt Herbert, which we reached at approx. 9:45am. We briefly admired the lightly-falling
snowflakes, then departed. 

Several of us had a few slips and falls coming off the frozen summit, but by the time we
passed the Mt Herbert Shelter 10 mins later, we were back at a slightly warmer elevation.
It was at this point we realised that Byron was long gone, and none of us would see him
again until we arrived in Lyttelton. He would cheekily send us messages every hour or so
about where he was on the track for the rest of the day, including pictures of food and
choice beverages while we were still kilometres away. Jonathan and Chris took off at the
Shelter, too, and by the time the rest of us had endured the long, muddy track to the
Packhorse Hut (11:30am), they were ready to depart again. We wouldn’t see them again,
either, until Lyttelton. 

Having lost those three speedy goats, the rest of us did stay within a km or so of each
other for the rest of the day and it was an incredibly enjoyable, social trip. The stretch
between Packhorse Hut and Gebbies Pass wasn’t particularly scenic, and a bit sad, really
- lots of mud, and even more deforestation. I walked the next stretch from Gebbies Pass to
Sign of the Kiwi with Emma and Vicky, and we had a good time, although there were a few
cars travelling much too fast that caused us to leap off the road a few times (we had given
up walking on the crater rim track for the most part due to the mud). 

We regrouped with Michal, Chris, Alan, Jim, and James at around 3:35pm at the Sign of
the Kiwi for hot drinks, and after a leisurely thirty-minute break, we embarked on the final
8km along the Summit Road and down the Bridle Path to Lyttelton. We arrived at the
Eruption Brewery at 6pm on the dot, and we were probably quite the sight to the non-mud-
caked patrons. We cleaned up as best we could and enjoyed some celebratory food and
drinks before departing cheerily, all of us (I think) looking forward to doing it again next
year. 

Participants:  Michal  Klajban  (leader),  Chris  McHarg,  Emma  Rogers,  Zack  Williams
(scribe),  Byron Harvey,  Sam Garmonsway,  Jim Schofield,  James Schofield,  Rae-Anne
Kurucz, Evie Anderson, Mark Nicholls. Alan Ross, Hayley Dauben, Jonathan Carr, Vicky
Dauben 
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More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed.  Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists  containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).

We  recommend  you  start  with  the  Club  Captain,  then  the  Gear  Custodian,  then  the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can  be  made  then  the  Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on
www.ctc.org.nz.  Members  (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

President: John West 021 230 2536

Vice President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Secretary: Monika Bratownik 021399750

Treasurer: Carol Horgan 027 212 7294

Club Captain: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

New Members 
Rep:

John Kerkhofs 0212429253

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Michael Hammond 02108414764

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Michael Hammond 02108414764

Social 
Convenor:

Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

Gear Custodian:
Barney 
Stephenson

027 358 3281

Editor: Peter Hinchey 0225948023

Hut Convenor: Donald Carnielo
338-9865 or  
021 025 93229

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 25 August 2022 – Thanks.
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